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Legislative Recap of the 84th
Regular SessionUpdate

by Ty Embrey and Troupe Brewer

The members of the Texas Legislature
adjourned the Regular Session of the 84th
Texas Legislature on June 1 after 140 long
days and nights. The Texas Legislature ad-
dressed many important issues that are fac-
ing the citizens of Texas as the population
and economy of Texas continue to increase
rapidly. Specifically, the Legislature passed
bills to lower franchise and property taxes, to
establish standards for pre-kindergarten
education, to increase security along the
Texas - Mexico border, and to increase fund-
ing for the state’s transportation infrastruc-
ture. The Texas Legislature also invested a
substantial amount of time and effort during
the Regular Session to tackle water, waste,
and governmental transparency and opera-
tions issues. The information below high-
lights the bills that were passed which im-
pact the solid waste industry in Texas.

TxSWANA had a good session and
participated throughout the legislative proc-

ess to make sure TxSWANA’s interests were
protected. The input received from
TxSWANA during the Regular Session was
vital to this success, and the TxSSWANA rep-
resentatives who made multiple trips to Aus-
tin to testify on multiple bills on behalf of
TxSWANA should be commended. Almost
all of the bills TxSWANA opposed were
stopped at some point in the legislative proc-
ess and were not passed by the Texas Legis-
lature.

The following list of bills contains bills
that are of interest to TxXSWANA and have
made it all the way through the legislative
process to become Texas law:

House Bill 281 by Rep. Simmons of
Lewisville — This bill imposes a mandate
on TCEQ that it cannot approve an applica-
tion for the issuance, amendment, or re-
newal of a permit seeking to expand the area
or capacity of a municipally-owned Type I
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Dear TxSWANA Members and Friends—

Greetings and Happy New Year! Our Chapter officially
starts our new fiscal year on September 1, 2015.

The first order of business at the end of each year is to elect
or re-elect half of the Board of Directors. This year we have
seven returning Directors and two new Directors. The re-
turning Directors are Lonnie Banks, Hector Chavez, Harry
Hayes, Jeffrey Mayfield, Lawrence Mikolajczyk, Vance|
Kemler, and Bengy Williams. The two new Directors are |
Elvira Alonzo from the City of McAllen and Catrennia Wil- |
liamson from the City of Lubbock. Congratulations to all!

Also, if you missed our annual Business meeting in Dallas

on July 24, the membership voted to approve some minor revisions to the By-Laws. The
TXSWANA By-Laws had not been revised in many years so these changes were made so
that the Texas Chapter better aligns with SWANA National. The By-Laws are posted on
the web site so please take time to look at them.

Our finances are looking very good thanks to the successful Conference in El Paso, the
Roadeo held in Houston, and your continued membership dues. As a result of our
healthy finances we were able to recently award $10,000 in scholarships to a number of
outstanding students. You will read more about them in this issue. The Chapter contin-
ues to finance various research projects as well as a lobbyist who watches out for our
best interests when the legislative session is in progress.

The 2016 TXSWANA Conference is set to be held April 10-13 in Corpus Christi—so hold
the date! The conference is a great time to earn needed Continuing Education Units as
well as network with Solid Waste Professionals on all of the cutting edge technologies.

Thanks as always for the continued support of all of our sponsors and to all of our mem-
bers. We can’t do it without you! Keep this in mind as you plan the year ahead to en-
courage additional memberships or to get more involved in your chapter. Feel free to

contact any of the Board members with suggestions or ideas.
Ellen Smyth
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‘NO WASTE AT
THIS LANDFILL.

98% UPTIME. 3RD SERVICE LIFE.
40-60% COST SAVINGS.
THE CAT® 836G COMPACTOR.

You depend on compactors to extend the life of your landfill. But what

if you could extend the life of your most productive compactor? What . g

if you could get like-new performance with substantial cost savings, o VISIT OUR WEBSITE
backed by a like-new warranty, on your machin,e’s third life? ’ ~<" "% FOR MIORE INFORMATION

: 7 )) www.texascatdealers.com/governmental
That’s the experience of the Tomoka Landfill = and the story behind .

a twice-rebuilt Cat® 836G compactor with-Bver 17,500 hours on the
meter. ;

To begin your own machine rebuild success story, visit your Texas
Cat dealer today. ;

holtcat.com www.mustangcat.com + . WWw.wagnereguipment.com warrencat.com
San Antonio Houston El Paso Midland

3302 South W.W. White Road 12800 N.W. Freeway 10501 Dyer St. 10000 W. -20

210.648.1111 713.460.2000 800.345.7878 866-2WARREN
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(Continued from page 1)

municipal solid waste landfill permitted by
the state before 1980 that is located wholly
inside the boundaries of a municipality and
is owned by a municipality other than the
municipality where it is located unless the
governing body of the municipality involved
gives prior approval, by resolution or order,
of such permit issuance, amendment, or re-
newal. The bill also allows any legislators
representing the legislative district contain-
ing the landfill at issue an opportunity to
comment on the application and for the
TCEQ to consider those legislator com-
ments in evaluating the application.

Status — HB 281 was sent to Gover-
nor Abbott on May 3o0th. Governor
Abbott did not take action on HB 281
and the bill became effective on June
18th,

House Bill 2763 by Rep. Thompson of
Pearland - This bill requires TCEQ to
convene an advisory committee to conduct
a study to quantify the amount of materials
currently being recycled; to assess the eco-
nomic impacts including lost state and local
revenues from the materials that are not be-
ing recycled, and; to identify ways to de-
velop new markets to increase recycling.
The advisory committee will prepare a writ-
ten report and submit it to TCEQ for inclu-
sion in the MSW Annual Summary Report.
According to Representative Thompson’s
staff, the study will be financed from exist-
ing TCEQ funds from the Waste Assessment
& Planning Activities.

Status — HB 2763 was sent to Gover-
nor Abbott on May 29th. Governor
Abbott did not take action on HB
2763 and the bill became effective
June 17th,

Senate Bill 709 by Senator Fraser of
Horseshoe Bay — This bill makes several
significant revisions Administrative Proce-
dures Act, specifically amending provisions
related to the contested case hearings proc-
ess used for permit applications. The bill
provides that, upon an applicant's filing of
the draft permit prepared by the TCEQ Ex-
ecutive Director (ED) with an Administra-
tive Law Judge (ALJ) at the State Office of
Administrative Hearings (SOAH) in a con-
tested case hearing (along with the ED's
preliminary decision and other documents
supporting the application), a prima facie
demonstration is made that 1) the draft
permit meets all state and federal require-
ments, and ii) a permit issued in the same
form as the draft permit will be protective
of public health, property, and the environ-
ment. Additionally, following such filing,
other parties will be given an opportunity
to forward evidence to demonstrate the
contrary, and then the applicant and the
ED would be entitled to present a rebuttal
case.

Status — SB 709 was signed by Gov-
ernor Abbott on May 23rd. The bill
becomes effective September 1st,
2015.

This article was prepared by Ty Embrey of Lloyd
Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C. If you have any
questions concerning legislative issues or would like ad-
ditional information concerning the firm’s legislative
tracking and monitoring services or legislative consult-
ing services, please contact Ty at (512) 322-5829 or tem-
brey@lglawfirm.com.
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The City of Houston and TXSWANA wish to thank
all 2015 ROAD-E-O sponsors for their support in-
making this year’s ROAD-E-O such a success.

Diamond Sponsors

CA’
YIREFUBLIC  WCA

Platinum Sponsors

McNeilus.

An Oshkosh Corporation Company

Gold Sponsors

(CEEIED) TOter

Silver Sponsors

LIVING
D RGROUP EARTH

TRUCK CENTERS TETRA TECH
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THIS EQUIPMENT
PAY:

YOUR SALARY
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During the last Tx*SWANA Board of Directors meeting in Dal-
las, the Tx*SWANA Scholarship committee recommended, and
the TxSWANA Board of Directors approved the following

individuals for Scholarships. Congratulations to each

Ms. Reza Broun

Student Member-Univ. of Texas at Arlington
Arlington, TX

ree

Ms. Kathleen Carlton
TxSWANA Sponsor-Michael Carlton
Dallas, TX

Ms. Anne Abramowitz

TxSWANA Sponsor-Richard Abramowitz
Houston, TX

Ms. Miranda Rice
TxSWANA Sponsor-Michael Rice
Abilene, TX

Mpr. David Rice
TxSWANA Sponsor-Michael Rice
Abilene, TX

Ms. Anne Mayfield

TxSWANA Sponsor-Jeff Mayfield
Wylie, TX

MD Ishtique Hossain
Student Member-Univ. of Texas at Arlington
Arlington, TX
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2015 International Road-E-O
Chandler, Arizona * October 3, 2015

The Arizona Chapter has been working to make sure this year's event will be enjoy-
able for competitors and guests alike. The Road-E-O is being held in beautiful, Chan-
dler, Arizona, on October 3, 2015. A golf tournament and other optional events are
scheduled for Friday, October 2, 2015, so bring your family and make this a family
event. Registration for the 2015 International Road-E-O is now open.
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http://SWANA.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00OTExMzA4JnA9MSZ1PTEwMDkyOTQzNzMmbGk9Mjk5NjgyNTM/index.html
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BEAT THE HEAT

By Megan Miller

Ed

Heat-related illness sneaks up on you.
You may be feeling ok, a little hot
maybe, that’s all, and then you start to
notice that you're dizzy, foggy-headed,
confused, and possibly nauseous.
Many of us spent our childhoods play-
ing for what seemed like hours in the
sun, and believe ourselves to have a
much higher tolerance for heat than we
actually do. The truth is, heat exposure
can and does kill. The Center for Dis-
ease Control says that an average of
688 people per year die of heat-related
illness. Here’s what else they have to
say about it:

“Heat-related illnesses (e.g., heat
cramps, heat exhaustion, heat syncope,
or heatstroke) can occur when high am-
bient temperatures overcome the
body's natural ability to dissipate heat.
Older adults, young children, and per-
sons with chronic medical conditions
are particularly susceptible to these ill-
nesses and are at high risk for heat-
related mortality.”

Continued exposure to excessive heat

can lead to hyperthermia or death. Of
the heat-related illnesses, heat exhaus-
tion and heatstroke are the most seri-
ous. Heat exhaustion is characterized
by muscle cramps, fatigue, headache,
nausea or vomiting, and dizziness
or fainting. The skin is often cool and
moist, indicating that the body's
mechanism for cooling itself (i.e.,
sweating) is still functioning. The pulse
rate is typically fast and weak, and
breathing is rapid and shallow. If un-
treated, heat exhaustion can progress
to heatstroke. Heatstroke is a serious,
life-threatening condition character-
ized by a high body temperature
(>103°F [>39.4°C)); red, hot, and dry
skin (no sweating); rapid, strong pulse;
throbbing headache; dizziness; nau-
sea; confusion; and unconsciousness.
Symptoms can progress to encephalo-

(Continued on page 14)

Use S.M.A.R.T.

We're part of the
Solution!
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g LIVING HNY R334 1z
EARTH MANAGEMENT thar works

MULCH - COMPOST - SOILS

www.livingearth.net

YOUR
wdog COMMUNITY
2| WINS anp hE
ENVIRONMENT
WINS.

YOU CAN BE
PROUD of

) Y Introduce our diversion program to your
4 V@£ W facility or have your collection company bring
4 green waste materials to a Living Earth facility.
Pollow us £ SH\‘j informed Contact Lora Hinchcliff: 214.673.3341

Heil of
Texas
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(continued from Page 12) pathy  Jiver and kid-
coagulopathy (blood-
clotting problems), and multiple or-
gan system dysfunction. Prompt treat-
ment of heat-related illnesses with ag-
gressive fluid replacement and cooling
of core body temperature is critical to
reducing morbidity and mortality.

ney failure,

And here’s the thing — it’s probably
one of the easiest illnesses to prevent.
A good place to start is the night be-
fore you know you're going to be
working hot all day.

Drink a fair amount of water in the
evening and the following morning
before you go to work.

Being well-hydrated at the start of
your shift will go a long way toward
preventing problems later on.

Common sense will tell you that if
you're sweating water and salts, you
should replace the water and salts.
Plain old water or a sports drink with
electrolytes is best. Coffee and cola
drinks do not replenish water well
and may cause you to become dehy-

drated. (The same holds true for alco-
hol off-the-job).

Wear light-colored clothing, a ban-
danna soaked in water periodically,
and if there is an opportunity to rest
in shade (or better still, air-
conditioning!) take advantage of it.

Above all, keep an eye on your co-
workers!!! You may be able to see
signs of heat exhaustion before they
become aware of it themselves.

Drink a fair amount of water in
the evening and the following
moming before you go to work.

The Safety Management and Resource Team is a network of Safety professionals organized to effectively share
methods of injury and collision prevention. Contact David Vartian at (210) 207-6406 to obtain safety support, exchange
safety strategies, or to arrange an onsite audit of your work practices.




MEMBERSHIP

We Welcome the Following New Members (Through Aug. 10, 2015 )

Adam Gregory Texas Disposal Systems David Simmons City of Longview
Brian Beam City of Dallas Mark Urbanczyk SCARAB
David Crownover Ferris Container Co. International LLP
Steve Francis City of Houston Robert Valenzuela City of Sugar Land
Matthew Graham WCA Waste Corp. Annjanette Vandergriff =~ Weaver Boos
Consultants
Tom Mistler Texas Disposal Systems o
Gregg Wilkinson Rush Refuse
Claudia Notestine City of Sugar Land Systems
John Oberly Brawler Industries
Naima Rahman Univ. of Texas at Arlington
Mark Regan 3rd Eye Mobile Vision by
ATWI

Calendar of Events

BOARD OF DIRECTORS &7

Aug. 26, 2015
Sept. 18, 2015

Oct. 16, 2015

Nov. 20, 2015

MEETINGS

Orlando, FL

Houston

e

El Paso

Dallas

2015 WasteCon Conference

Aug. 24-27, 2015
Orlando, Florida

2015 SWANA International

Road-E-O
Oct. 3, 2015

Chandler, Arizona

2016 TXSWANA Annual

Conference
April 10-13, 2016

Corpus Christi, Texas

2016 WasteCon Conference
Indianapolis, Indiana




